
 
 

 
 

Work  

Earning a living and building a career 

 

 

What to talk about: 

 

1 Introduce your job (if you have one)  

 - your tasks 

 - working conditions 

 If you don't have a job, talk about your ideal job  

2 General working conditions in Hungary 

3 Unemployment 

4 Looking for a job 

 

 

1 

I'm an English teacher, I teach teenagers at a secondary school in Budapest.  

I enjoy my job because I like teaching.  

I work with people and this is ideal for me as I'm a social person.  

Of course, there are days when I wish I hadn't chosen this job, but I take a deep 

breath and try to be more patient with the students.  

 



 
 

 
 

 

I work for a multinational company as a junior sales manager.  

I sit in an office and stare at the monitor all day long. 

But I don't mind it because I like my job and I enjoy working with information 

technology.  

I earn a reasonable salary and I also get some fringe benefits so I can't complain.  

 

I'm thinking of changing my job because I'm not satisfied with my salary and the 

working conditions.  

I usually work 10 to 12 hours a day and I always have to do some overtime as 

well.  

I’m looking for a new job at the moment – mostly on the Internet, but nowadays 

it's not easy to find a decent job.  

 

I haven't got a job yet because I'm a student at a university , but I'd like to work 

as a marketing assistant after finishing school.  

I'd like to work at a multinational company where the atmosphere is relaxed and 

the working conditions are really good.  

I'd like to earn a reasonable salary and I'd like to have some fringe benefits like 

meal and holiday vouchers as well.  

I wouldn't mind a company car and a mobile phone either.  

But I know I have to work hard to get promoted.  

 

 



 
 

 
 

2 

Nowadays it's not easy to earn enough money to make a living in Hungary.  

A lot of people have taken out a loan and try to pay the monthly instalments, but 

they are getting more and more expensive.  

This is why people would need jobs with higher salaries.  

On the other hand, however, social security and health insurance contributions 

are so high that it holds companies back from increasing salaries. 

A lot of people earn just a little more than the minimal wage.  

Fortunately, there are also some who have decent jobs and find their work 

exciting.  

They have the required qualification for the job and they receive a monthly 

salary. 

Sometimes they can work flexi-time, not fixed hours. 

They also get some fringe benefits, such as meal and holiday vouchers and even 

company cars and mobile phones.   

These people usually work in the private sphere.   

 

3 

Unemployment has become a serious problem in Hungary.  

There are certain regions where unemployment is getting bigger and bigger. 

First of all, it's really difficult for a school-leaver to find a job.  

Secondly, when big companies downsize, a lot of people lose their jobs.  

Finally, there are some regions in the country where there are no job 



 
 

 
 

opportunities.  

This is the reason why so many people from the countryside move to cities.  

When you are unemployed, for a short time you can get unemployment benefit.  

 

4 

When you are thinking of changing your job, first you search the Internet for 

better job opportunities.  

There are certain sites where you can upload your CV and cover letter as well, 

even in English.  

However, the best positions are often not advertised.  

This is why people think that connections are useful when somebody is looking 

for a job.  

First, you send your CV and cover letter to the company which advertised the 

position. 

If they think you are right for the post, you will be called for a job interview.  

During the job interview, you have to show that you are the one they are looking 

for.  

At the end of the interview, you usually have some time to ask a few questions.  

 


