
 
 

 
 

 

Travelling and commuting 

 

What to talk about:  

 

1 Commuting, public transport  

2 Travelling on holiday 

3 At the airport 

4 Travelling by bus, by train, by car 

5 Travelling abroad 

6 Types of  holidays 

 

1 

Travelling by public transport, such as bus, tram and underground has always 

been part of my life.  

Every day, I spend at least two hours with commuting.  

First, I take the bus, then I change to M2, and finally to M3.  

Travelling by public transport has some advantages.  

One advantage is that you don't have to concentrate on driving and you can stare 

out of the window.  

You can listen to music or read a book, and who knows, maybe you meet the 

love of your life on a tram.  



 
 

 
 

However, it has some disadvantages as well.  

One disadvantage is that public transport in Budapest is rather dirty, and 

especially in summer, people can stink.  

Other disadvantage is that some of the buses and trams are rather old, and they 

keep breaking down.  

Finally, public transport in Budapest is considered to be expensive compared to 

other big cities in Europe.  

I don't have a car but a lot of people in Budapest do.  

This leads to traffic jams in the city centre.  

Traffic jams have a negative impact on the environment and on people's 

behaviour.  

People get nervous and they feel they waste their time.  

 

2 

When I go on holiday I prefer to fly.  

It takes less time than driving and you can spend more time at your destination. 

Budget airlines have made flying cheaper, but you have to book well in advance 

to get low prices.  

The disadvantages of budget airlines are that they use less frequented airports 

farther from cities and they tend to arrive late.  

Driving is more enjoyable than flying, but it takes a lot longer.  

 

 



 
 

 
 

3 

When you arrive at the airport, first you check your luggage in, and then you 

pass security check by showing your boarding card.  

They also check your carry-on bags.  

Security is really important at the airport.  

You can’t take sharp objects or liquid on the plane.  

 

4 

I love travelling by train as it reminds me of my childhood.  

When I was a child, we used to travel everywhere by train.  

We travelled to Lake Balaton on holiday with excitement, my mom used to 

prepare sandwiches and we did crosswords or played games.  

If you have a seat next to the window, you're lucky enough to stare out of it and 

enjoy watching the world go by. 

However, nowadays travelling by train is really expensive.  

Fortunately, students, pensioners, and young people under 26 can buy tickets at 

reduced prices. 

Travelling by train or by bus has some advantages over travelling by car.  

First of all, you don't have to concentrate on driving, you can listen to music, 

you might as well watch a film or read a book.  

You can relax and stare out of the window, and also you can stand up and walk 

if you feel like it.  

On trains, you can use the toilets as well.  



 
 

 
 

However, travelling by car has some advantages over travelling by bus or train.  

It's much faster and it takes you from your home directly to your destination.  

You don't have to carry your luggage in the city to get to the train station for 

example.  

Sometimes travelling by car is more comfortable than travelling on a crowded 

bus or train.  

 

5 

When travelling to a foreign country, sometimes you need a visa.  

Before the trip you should check if your passport is valid.  

If it isn’t, you can renew it in a week or in a month. 

Luckily, to EU countries we can travel with our identity cards.  

When I'm on holiday abroad, I prefer staying in a hotel to renting an apartment.  

An all inclusive vacation with child friendly atmosphere is my ideal holiday.  

A four or five-star hotel offers a lot of services, such as full board in the 

restaurant, swimming pools, sun beds, playgrounds, parking lots, etc.  

I enjoy seaside holidays, and I sunbathe on the beach all day to get a nice tan.  

 

6  

There are a lot of different types of holidays.  

You can choose between package holidays or independently arranged holidays.  

Both have their advantages and disadvantages as well.  

If you choose to arrange your own holiday, it's cheaper but you have to buy your 



 
 

 
 

tickets and book accommodation well in advance.  

You need to know that high season is a lot more expensive than off season.  

Also bed & breakfasts or apartments are cheaper than hotels.  

If you want to save some money, you can go camping, but putting up a tent has 

some disadvantages, especially in rainy weather.  

Some people prefer ski resorts to seaside holidays.  

Others like cycling or canoeing tours.  

But my favourite one is the seaside holiday  

I’m also into cultural programs and visiting historical sites when I'm on holiday.  

 


