
 
 

 
 

 

Celebrations 

 

What to talk about:  

 

1 Christmas 

2 Easter 

3 National Holidays 

4 Your favourite (international) holiday 

 

A lot of countries share some holidays, such as New Year's Day, Easter and 

Christmas, but the countries celebrate them in different ways.  

It’s important to keep traditional celebrations alive because they raise cultural 

awareness and families and friends can get together.  

 

1 

One of my favourite holidays is Christmas.  

Christmas is a wonderful time of the year.  

I love searching for presents and I start to look for them in November.  

Fortunately, I discovered online shopping last year, so from now on I don't have 

to spend hours in crowded shopping centres.  

We start celebrating Christmas on its eve, December 24th. 



 
 

 
 

The immediate family comes together and we have traditional dishes such as 

fish soup, fried fish, stuffed cabbage and poppy-seed roll.  

We decorate the Christmas tree and open the gifts on Christmas Eve.  

In Britain and the USA Christmas is celebrated on December 25th.  

On Christmas Day and Boxing Day, we usually visit our family and spend some 

time together with relatives we rarely see.   

 

2 

At Easter we eat cooked ham and hard-boiled eggs and children go over 

relatives’ and friends’ house to sprinkle girls with perfume. 

The boys tell a short poem and sprinkle the girls, and then the little girls give 

chocolate and painted eggs in return.  

Children also get small gifts from the Easter Bunny.  

 

3 

Hungarian national holidays are  

on the 15th of March (anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution for Freedom in 

1848),  

20th of August (anniversary of the establishing of the Hungarian State) and  

on the 23rd of October (anniversary of the declaration of the Hungarian 

Republic in 1989).  

On these days, shops and services are closed and the majority of people don't 

have to go to work.  



 
 

 
 

4 

Valentine’s Day is not a traditional Hungarian celebration and it's rather new.  

On the one hand, it's good to celebrate love with paying attention to our partner, 

but on the other hand, it has become rather commercial and it's all about 

shopping.  

My favourite international celebration is Independence Day in the USA on July 

4th because it somehow reminds me of the 20th of August in Hungary.  

July the 4th celebrates America's independence from Britain.  

Families get together to eat traditional American food, they usually have a 

barbecue together.  

Independence Day is associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, 

baseball games and family reunions.  

 


