
 
 

 
 

Family life 

When you prepare for the exam and you work on the topic of 

'Family life' which is considered an easy one, not only think of 

your family, but also of families in society. 

Although you sometimes don't really care about the problems, 

they are here and the examiners want you to talk about them in 

English.  

What to talk about: 

1. Your marital status. 

2.  The people you live with (if they're family). 

3. Your parents and their relationship. 

4. Brothers and sisters.  

 - What about you?  

 - What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a sibling or being 

 an only-child?  

5.  Elderly people.  

 - What are their problems?  

 - Talk a little about your grandparents.  

6.  Distant relatives.  

 - How often do you meet?  

 - Do you have big family gatherings? 

7.  Problems of families.  

8. Changing roles of men, women and children in families.  



 
 

 
 

1 

I'm married and I live together with my little son and my husband.  

2 

We love spending as much time together as possible, but unfortunately, my 

husband works a lot.  

So during the day, I am the one who takes care of our 2-year-old son. On 

Sundays however, we usually make trips, go to the playground or to our parents' 

together.  

3 

My parents have been married for a very long time. They sometimes quarrel 

about little things, but I can say they have a happy marriage.  

4 

I have a younger sister who doesn't live with my parents either. She's single, but 

she has her own interesting way of life. She likes travelling round the world.  

There are some advantages and disadvantages of having a brother or a sister.  

One of the advantages is that you have somebody you can always count on. Of 

course, you need to work on this relationship to get to this point. Having a 

sibling should be one of the strongest bonds in your life.  

However, there are some disadvantages of having a brother or a sister.  

Sometimes you may feel that your parents care more about your sibling.  

This can lead to jealousy and this can make you feel envious of them. 

The other downside is that you need to share everything with your sibling.  



 
 

 
 

But on the other hand, this can also count as an advantage, because having to 

share your things teaches you a lot of lessons in life.  

5 

I think it’s important to care about the elderly. The biggest problem is that older 

relatives are often abandoned and they feel really lonely.  

This is why the elderly either move into homes for the elderly, or they move to 

their children's homes.  

Moreover, young people nowadays don't treat the elderly with respect.  

In my opinion, this has to change. 

 My grandmothers are widows, but fortunately they can care about themselves at 

home. My parents and I  often visit them and we also do the shopping and the 

cleaning for them.  

6 

To be honest, I don't see my distant relatives very often.  

There are two occasions when we usually meet and these are weddings and 

funerals.  

However, I enjoy family gatherings because we have some fun together with my 

cousins, aunts and uncles.  

7 

In my view, the family plays an important part in the society.  

Unfortunately, there are a lot of problems with family life.  

First, the number of divorce is rising year by year.  



 
 

 
 

Therefore there are more and more single-parent families.  

Sadly, divorce greatly affects children, and sometimes they are unable to cope 

with it.  

Secondly, fewer children are born in Europe and especially in Hungary.  

The reasons for this are varied. Some people think raising a child is financially 

demanding, and they start a family later in their lives.  

Some people prefer to have a career first and this is why they start a family later.  

Either way, there are fewer and fewer children each year which makes society 

older.  

The third problem with family life is that family members spend little time 

together.  

People work a lot because one salary is not enough to provide for a family.  

But when they have some free time, they usually sit in front of the television and 

they don't communicate.  

8 

During the years, the roles in the families have changed a lot.  

The most important is that women go to work instead of staying at home with 

the children.  

Sometimes this is for financial reasons, and sometimes because they also want 

to have a career.  



 
 

 
 

This is why traditional male and female roles have changed as well.  

Nowadays it's not just the women who do the housework and men also help a lot 

in raising the children.  

Finally, children in families have more freedom to express their views than 100 

years ago. Children are treated with more respect nowadays.  

 


